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SOME by” 
PROPOSALS, He. 


HERE was a Pamphlet pub- 


liſhed in the Year 1708, againſt 
aboliſhing Chriſtianity in Eng- 
land. The Title, it 1s true, 
as bold; but the Author, 
though ſuppos'd to be a Parſon, was ſo mo- 
deft as only to argue for the outward Pro- 
feſſion of that Religion, without inſiſting 
on any thing further as neceſſary to be re- 
tain'd, than mere nominal Chriſtianity. His 
Arguments ſeem'd ſo reaſonable, that they 
only aboliſhed the Thing itſelf, but ſtill 
adhered to the Name and Profeſſion, be- 
cauſe both were incapable of giving any 
Umbrage to the 1 and Manners of 
the Times. 

The Author, like a true Parſon, that is 
never to be ſatisfied, encouraged by this 
unexpected Succeſs, had the Aſſurance, the 
A 2 very 


43 
very next Vear, to print a Project for the 
Advancement of Religion, and Reformation 
of Manners; in which, to the great Offence 
and Surprize of the publick, the Religion 
he propoſed to advance, was the old ſtale 
Affair of Chriſtianity, together with the Clog 
of the Church, as hitherto received in theſe 
Countries; and the Manners he wou'd re- 
form us to, were thoſe no leſs antiquated 
Cuſtoms that had been all lately exploded 
under the unfaſhionable Name of Virtue. 
The Nation may ſee by this Example, how 
apprehenſi ve it ought to be of the Encroach- 
ments of the Church, and how cautious of 
encouraging a Set of Men, whoſe Deſigns 
are boundleſs, who are profeſs'I Enemies to 
Liberty, and who, if not oppoſed in time, 
will again reduce us to flayiſh Mortifications, 
and ſuperſtitious, Prayers. 
Flis Project was knock'd on the Head by 
theſe;three little Pefects in itſelf; F3r/t, the 
Preſumption: and Exorbitancy of the Thing 
rais'd a general Contempt and Indignation in 
the Breaſts of all free BRirOoNS, whoſe Li- 
berties 1t propos'd to abridge by a narrow 
Way of thinking, and a certain Stiffneſs and 
Formality of Living, which was directly op- 
poſite to the gay and eaſy Manner they had 
juſt began to learn of the French. In the 
— Place there was no bodyſ ſo ſtupid but 
cou'd perceive chat it was  dopgn d toſerye 
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a Party. For as his Project conſiſted chiefly 


in a Propoſal to the Queen to promote none 


but Men of vertuous, regular, and religious 
Lives, to Places of Truſt in either Church 
or State; Who ſees not that the promoting 
and enriching himſelf and his Set was at the 
bottom? This was too partial and narrow 
a Scheme to take, becauſe there wou'd not 
have been Men found to fill our vacant Em- 
ployments; and though there had, yet almoſt 
the whole Bulk of the Nation muſt have 


been excluded; ſo that it would have been 


a more flagrant Grievance, and a greater 
Abridgment of the civil Rights of the Sub- 
ject, than even the Teſi-a77 itſelf. In the 
laſt Place, the Project 1 in itſelf was, and is, 

and ever will be, impracticable. I defy any 
Queen or King either to diſtinguiſh the Ver- 
tuous from the Vicious, or the Deſerving 
from ſuch as are otherwiſe. No Man ſhews 
himſelf to his Sovereign; and I may ven- 
ture to ay that there is not a King in Eu- 
Lobe V ho ever ſaw one of his own Subjects y et. 
But ſuppoſing a Prince could diſtinguiſh th 
tween Man and Man, wou'd it be conſiſtent 
with any one Refinement in modern Poli- 
ticks to heap his Favours on a Few, and 
paſs by ſo great a Majority of his Loyal 
Subjects, for no other Reaſon, truly, but 
becauſe they do not go to Church, nor ſay 


their Prayers, nor worſhip a God ? It he 


can 
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ean make it their Intereſt to ſerve him, what 
need he care how far they gratify their In- 
clination in the Choice of their Principles, 
and in their manner of Living. Beſides, if 
what 1 have often heard be true, from Mat- 
chiavel, and other great Politicians, your 
honeſt and religious Fools are the moſt un- 
fit Creatures in the World to ſerve about a 
Court. The Narrowneſs of their Principles, 
and the fickly Delicacy of their Conſciences 
ſo hamper both their Heads and Hands, that 
they are altogether unqualified for Buſineſs. 
A Prince who has a Genius equal to his high 
Station, with ſuch a Set of preciſe Formaliſts 
to execute his Deſigns either among his Sub- 
jects, or with his Neighbouring Princes, 
muſt make much the ſame Figure that a 
Man of Mettle and Spirit does, whoſe Hands 
and Feet are cramped and contracted by a 
ſevere Fit of the Gout, When he would 
make a Stride, he ſtumbles at a Straw. When 
he would make his Subjects tremble, and his 
Neighbours quake, with the vigorous Shake 
of his Scepter, he can ſcarce weild a Pin. 

We may obſerve upon the whole, that 
his Scheme, if it cou'd have had any Effect 
at all, it muſt have been only to make Ver- 
tue and Religion mercenary, by annexing 
Places of Profit to the Practice of them. If 
the State ſhould once ſet it ſelf to encourage 
Vertue, and diſcourage Vice, it might come 
a | | A 


[> 1 
at laſt to deſtroy all Vertue, -becauſe |the 
appropriating temporal Power and Wealth 
to certain Modes of Living muſt be a heavy 
Byaſs on the Liberty we ought to enjoy of 
living and acting as we pleaſe. - Now there 
being no Vertue without Liberty, whatſo- 
ever tends to abridge our Liberty, tends 
likewiſe to the DeſtruQtion of Vertue. He 
that has not leave to be Vicious; is forced to 
be Vertuous (pardon the Contradiction); I 
mean, is forced to live as if he were Ver- 
tuous, which 1s the ſame thing with Hypo- 
criſy. Had this Project taken Place, the 
Devil might have complain'd of Foul-Play, 
inaſmuch as the whole Weight of worldly 
Intereſt wou'd have been put into the Scale 
againſt him, and a manifeſt OY ſhewn 
to Religion. 

Our Free-thinkers will teach us larger 
Notions, and more comprehenſive Principles 
than theſe ; ; they will ſhew us that People 
ought not to be depriv'd of their Civil 
Privileges on Account of Irreligion or 
Immorality, ſince they are ſtill uu Mem- 
bers of the Society, ſince they ſerve the Pub- 
lick to their own private Detriment, and 
ſince they generouſly throw away their For- 
tunes, ruin their Healths, and damn their 
Souls, purely for the publick Weal. | 

By this the Reader may perceive the 
Weakneſs and Partiality of this Projector; 

| | 4 Ul 
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fo I ſhall take my Leave of him and his 
Schemes, and try if I can preſent the Pub- 
lick with others of a more free and generous 
Tendency, founded on a more extended way 
of Thinking, and, conſidering the Times, 
more likely a great deal to ſucceed. | 
' T will not arrogate to myſelf the Glory 
of theſe Propoſals I am about to repreſent 
to my Readers: They he ſeattered up and 
down among the Writings of our beſt Eng- 
liſb Authors, and the World is only beholden 
to me for fetching them into a narrow Com- 
paſs, by a faithful Abridgment of the Sum 
and Subftance of each, ſo that the Uſes and 
Excellencies of them all may be more clear- 


1y conceived, and more fairly compared. I 


ſhall ſpeak out their Senſe too, perhaps in 
lainer Terms than their Authors, who wri- 


ting againſt the Slavery and Prejudice of 


the Times, were obliged, for the moſt part, 
to infinuate their Sentiments in an artful 
and doubtful Manner. If the Reader ſhould 


find any conſiderable Inconſiſtency in the 


Schemes one with another, he is not to be 
ſtartled at it, becauſe: they are drawn from 
the Works of various Authors, and the Pub- 
lick may approve, and the Legiſlature em- 
brace any one, without being tied down in 
the leaſt to the reſt : However, though there 
may be particular Differences, there will be 


a general Likeneſs obſeryable among them 
all, 
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all, which they derive from the Oppaſition 
of each to the one Set of Prejudices that 
have been eſtabliſhed among us. 

The many. Projects that have been pro- 
poſed or ſet afoot for the Advancement or 
Revival of Chriſtianity, have owed. their 
Miſcarriage to the Folly and Avarice of the 
Projectors, who always took care to make 
Eſtabliſhment and Tithes, and Church En- 
dowments a Part of their Schemes; This 
is the Cauſe that the utmoſt Attempts of 
the Clergy could ſcarce ever procure more 
to be retain'd than mere nominal Chriſtia- 


nity. If they had propoſed ſuch Methods 


as ſhou'd haye been neither expenſive nor 
burthenſome to the Laity, perhaps before 
this there might have been a very conſider- 
able Number of real Chriſtians among us. 
The Projectors I draw. from, were aware of 
this, and have avoided it. 

The firſt Thing neceſſary to be done, i is 
to demoliſh the preſent Eſtabliſhed Church 
to the very Foundation. I believe it may be 
ſafely taken for a Maxim, that the Chriſtian 


Church has been the Deſtruction of the 


Chriſtian -. Religion: It follows therefore, 


that Chriſtianity can never raiſe its Head till 


the very Rubbiſh of this proud Pile be en- 
tirely removed from off it. The 7 %-Act, 
with all the other Laws relating to Church 


Affairs, ought to be repealed. It is im- 
3 


poſſible 
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poſſible to eſtabliſh one Religion or Modifi- 
cation of Religion, without perſecuting all 
others: For what does Eſtabliſhment con- 


ſiſt in, but the reſtraining the Rights of all 


the Citizens to the Profeſſors of one Reli- 
gion ? And what is this but Partiality and 
Perſecution? Now if this be done in Favour 
of the true Religion, it is the moſt likely 


Thing in the World to deſtroy it, becauſe 


it muſt give it the Appearance of a State- 
Trick and a Party-Spirit; it muſt make it 
ſeem tyrannical, ſelfiſn and worldly, and as 
it decks it in Pomp and Riches, muſt render 
it the Object of Envy and the Prey of its 
Enemies. If we wou'd have Religion go 
ſafe, we muſt not leave any Thing about 
her that is worth taking away, becauſe ſuch 
Things are never taken away without Vio- 
lence and Abuſe. If we would have a Church 
that would laſt for ever, let us erect it of 
pure ſpiritual Materials, without any rotten 
Mixture from this World, that muſt at laſt 
bring it to the Ground, without encloſing it 
in the Mud Walls of worldly Intereſt, that 


can neither be handſome nor laſting in a 
Church, and without putting one Stone or 


Beam in it, that may entice Church-robbers 
to convey them to their own Houſes. As 
the Clergy have been the chief Enemies to 
Chriſtianity; the next Thing that is to be 
done, is to extirpate them Root and Branch. 

| The 
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The preſent. Set ought to be either baniſh'd, 


or hang'd to a Man; becaute there is no Hope 


of ever reducing them to a proper Poverty 
of Spirit, tho we bring them never ſo low 
in Purſe. Two admirable Effects towards 
the Revival of Chriſtianity, will proceed 
from hence. Fir/?, The People being left 


without Teachers, may have leave to teach 


themſelves, and inſtead of the learned and 
fanciful Interpretations which the Clergy 
have taught them to put upon the Scriptures, 
they may underſtand them in the plain and 
natural Senſe. Every Man may be free to 
think for himſelf, and regulate Religion 


according to his own way of Thinking. For 


the fame Reaſon Parents, who commonly ſet 
up for a Kind of prieſts in their own Fami- 
lies, and ſometimes pretend to preach to their 
Children and Servants, ought to be hindered, 
by capital Puniſhments, from inſtructing 
either in the Principles of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, becauſe they will infallibly teach them 
to think That Chriſtianity which they them- 


| ſelves take to be ſo, and by that Means 


educate them in ſuch Prejudices as cannot 
but be attended with wrong Interpretations 
of Scripture when they grow up. Beſides, 
when they come to Years of Diſcretion, 
Chriſtianity may begin to appear ſtale and 
old-faſhioned to them, having been fo long 
trifled with during Childhood, or perhaps a 

B 2 Cheat, 
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Cheat, having been impoſed on them before 
they could judge of its Merits. All Me- 
thods ought to be prohibited in ad vancing 
the True Religion, that can poſſibly be ſo 
applied as to ſerve a falſe one. The other 


excellent Effect that will proceed from the 


Extirpation of the Clergy is, that all thoſe 
who have been turned away from Chriſti- 
anity by the Avarice, Ambition, and ill Lives 


of our Priefts, will return to it again, when 


the Cauſe of their Apoſtacy is removed. To 
this the Diſperſion of Church Wealth among 
the Laity will contribute not a little, by 
putting them again in good Humour. They 
will quickly begin to think more favourabl 
of a Religion they are to loſe nothing by. 
Money is ſo ſcarce, and Religions ſo plenty 
in theſe Times, that Chriſtianity can never 
be introduced into theſe Countries, unleſs it 
come for nothing. 

Having thus cleared the Ground by remo- 
ving theſe two Incumbrances of Church and 


Clergy, let us next ſee what we had beſt 


put in their Places, and how we may con- 

trive to prevent their being re-eſtabliſhed. 
My Authors are much divided on this 
Article: Some are for never tolerating any 
ſuch thing as Clergymen in theſe Nations, 
for the Future. They ſay every Fibre of 
the Clerical Thorn ought to be rooted out 
of Chriſt's — leſt it ſnould again in- 
creaſe, 
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creaſe, and over-ſpread the whole; that the 
Core of this Corruption ought to be entirely 
cut out, and purged away from the Chriſ- 
tian Body, left it feſter and mortify, and 
infe& the Vitals; and that if we ſuffer Cler- 
By of any kind, or in any Senſe of the Word 
to live among us, they will certainly bring 
back the Church, and render the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity ſo expenſive again, that no 
body will care to{ meddle with it. 

Others diſapprove of this Extremity ; be- 
cauſe, in their Opinion, Chriſtianity can ne- 
ver be divulged among us, without ſome 
ſuch kind of Men; and their Reaſon for 


being of that Opinion is this: Chriſtian 
Religion, ſay they, is contained in an old 


Book called the Bible; ſo that unleſs the 


People be able to read, though it is in 


Evgliſh, they will be never the wiſer for 
what it sci The Clergy therefore that 
they would have, are ſuch as can read, 
and their whole Employment to teach Chil- 
dren to know their Letters, to make Sylla- 
bles of Letters, and to make Words of Syl- 


lables. To prevent their encroaching again. 


upon the Laity, as they have formerly done, 


there muſt be a Law made, That if any 


of theſe Teachers ſhall take above a Penny 
a Quarter per Child, and be legally con- 
victed of the Crime, even by the Affirma- 
tion of any one in his School, he ſhall be 

immediately 
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immediately hanged. If he be convicted 
of teaching his Children any Formula of 
Religious Principles, or explaining any part 

of the Bible to them, or Catechiſing them, 
he ſhall be forth with ſentenced to be torn 
to pieces at Horſe-tails. If he be convicted 
of receiving a Preſent from any Body, of 
ſneaking or ſauntring within half a Mile 
of any Gentleman's Houſe, as if he want- 
ed to be asked to dine with the Servants, or 
of fingring one Farthing of any kind of 
Money belonging to any body elſe, under 
any Pretence whatſoever, beyond his own 
quarterly Penny, that he ſhall be inſtantly 
burned alive. That in order to have theſe 
Laws more effectually executed, any neigh- 
bouring juſtice, or Country Squire may 
take Cognizance of the aforeſaid Crimes, 
and upon the Affirmation of any one Per- 
ſon, not under the Age of four Vears, pro- 
ceed immediately to Sentence and Execu- 
tion. It is thought (and I think not with- 
out Reaſon) that theſe Laws will ſufficiently 
guard us againſt the Uſurpations of Prieſt- 
craft, provided they be duly executed; and 
there is all the Reaſon in the World to hope 
they will, ſince the Execution is committed 
to thoſe very Perſons, who will firſt feel 
the Ill- effects of their Encroachments, ſhould 
they be ſuffered to raiſe their Heads again. 


It is the Country Squire, or the Man of 
landed 


* 
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E jected to Tithes, that has moſt Reaſon to 
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E 
landed Intereſt, whoſe Eſtate may be ſub- 


be apprehenſive of the Clergy; to thoſe 
therefore it will be moſt prudent to commit 
thoſe Laws that are to prevent the Growth 
of the Church. an ae | 

Some there are who ſeem to have ſtill fo 
much of their old Prejudices unconquered, 
as to imagine that the Chriftian Religion can 
never be taught, unleſs there be ſome Per- 


ſns to teach it; that the People would be | 
too indifferent about it, if they were bred 
up in an intire Ignorance of it, to get them- | | 
ſelves inſtructed in its Principles when they 0 | 
come to Years ; and that many of them are 5 ö N 


too poor to have their Children taught to 
read, even at a Penny a Quarter. For theſe 1 
Reaſons they are of Opinion, that it is in | ; 
ſome ſort neceſſary to have certain Perſons , 
publickly appointed to teach the Principles 2 | 
of the Chriſttan Religion. They wiſh this | 
could be done without Expence or Danger. 
But here 1s the Difficulty ? How ſhall we get 
People to inſtruct us, who will take nothing 9 
for their Pains ? How ſhall we get ſuch Per- | = 
ſons as will infallibly teach us Chriſtianity in = 
its utmoſt Purity, and ſet Examples agreea- : | 
ble to the Strictneſs of its Morality ? It is | 4 
not eaſy to get over this Rub. However I | 
will offer one Expedient, which may per- 


haps deſerye to be conſidered. 


I believe 
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I believe it is agreed on all Hands, that if 
there could be a Man found intirely free 
from all Appetites, Deſires and Paſſions, he 
would make a very good Clergyman, be- 
cauſe he would neyer be tempted by Ambi- 
tion, or Avarice, or Luxury, to incroach 
upon the Laity. But it is impoſſible to get 
ſuch an one, unleſs he be abſolutely out of 
the Need of Meat, Drink and Cloaths ; be- 
cauſe he that ſtands in need of Meat and 
Drink, will certainly deſire them, and this 
Deſire will, in all Probability, as is uſual, 

tranſport him to the luxurious Exceſs of 
chuſing Beef before Poor- John, and Wine 
before Water. Again, if he cannot ſubſiſt 
without Cloaths, who knows, but inſtead of 
wearing a Mat, he may have the Pride to 
make- his Caſlock of a Cadda, or ſomewhat 
even finer than that, which the Laity truly 
muſt pay for, that the Good Man may ap- 
ply himſelf to the Inſtruction of the People, 
without any worldly Lets or Hindrances, 
All the expenſive Refinement'and luxurious 
Delicacy obſeryed at the Tables of the 
Great, tho' one could ſcarce imagine it, is 
founded on the Necellity we are under of 
cating and drinking ; and all the Finery and 
Foppery ol the World is owing to our not 
being able to go naked. Now 1t we would 
have a Clergyman free from all that Luxury, 


Gluttony, Ayarice and Pride that proceed 
from 


3 
from thefe natural Wants, as their firſt Prin- 
ciples, he ſhould be able to live without 


Meat or Drink, and be Weather-proof, inany 


Place from Nova Zembla to the Cape of Good 
Hhpe, without a Stitch of Cloaths on him. 
Firſt, as to wearing of Cloaths : it will be 
allowed me, that Men are capable of going 
naked, if they be accuſtomed to it from their 
Infancy, as is manifeſt from the Examples 
of many Nations, in America. Nay, the 
Experiment is now made at home with very 
tolerable Succeſs, fo that many of our poorer 


Sort, have been made, by a like Treatment, 


little inferior to Horſes or Aſſes, in bearing 


the In va of the Weather. Now if we 


ſhould ſend none to our Colleges, but ſuch 
as have been accuſtomed to Hardſhips of this 


Kind from their Infancy, they might be 


trained up in a few Years ſo as to need no 
more Garments than our firſt Parents did in 
their State of Innocency. If they were ac» 
cuſtomed to ſleep on the Ground, and had 
their Cloaths withdrawn by degrees, as they 
could bear the Cold, by the Time they com- 


menced Batchelors, they might ſtrip to their 


Shirts, and the Degree of Maſters might be 
taken by them quite naked. | 

It is not ſo eaſy to propoſe a practicable 
Method for breeding them up to an Inde- 


pendency on Meat and Drink; notwith- 
ſtanding I hope it may be done. Many In- 


ſtances 


ſtances may be given of People who have 
lived ſo many Days without Food, that they 

ot over the Deſire, and even ſeemed to ſur- 
vive the Neceſſity of it. The Woman who 
took up her Lodging in the Church of alla, 
and lived there twenty-eight Days without 
either Meat or Drink, is ſtill freſh in every 
body's Memory. It is. true, ſhe died ſoon 
after, but it is very likely her Death: was 
occaſioned by the Meat they thruſt down 
her Throat. Who knows but ſhe might 
have been immortal, if it had not been for 


5 9 this Violence? Buchanan gives an Account 
1 in his Hiſtory of Scotland, of a Man who 
Kt could at any time faſt thirty, forty, or fifty 


Days at once, without- receiving the leaft 
| Hurt by it. It is likely enough, that the 
F; celebrated Parſimony and Abſtemiouſneſs 

. of the Scotch, may bring them nearer to a 
© Poſſibility of living entirely without Food 
K than any other Nation; for which reaſon 

we may chuſe out our Candidates ſor Holy 

Orders from among ſuch of them as have 

been leaſt accuſtomed to Food. If there 
ever was a Cale-Garden in the Family ſince 
the Memory of Man, it ſhould incapacitate 
the whole Race for the Miniſtry, becauſe the 

Habit of feeding plentifully or ſparingly, or 

eating or not cating at all, often depends 
very much upon the hereditary Practice of 


the Family. There are Families of the 
Eaſt- 
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Eafi- Indians, who by being conſtantly em- 
ployed from Generation to Generation in the 
Pearl Fiſhery, frequently produce Men that 
are able to hold their Breath for half an 
Hour under Water. Suppoſe now, that 
Food is as neceſſary to Life as Breath; yet 
if we conſider that we are commonly obliged 
to breathe about twelve times' in a Minute, 
and not eat over once in every twelye Hours, 
it will be found, upon a fair Computation, 
that he who abſtains from Air for half an 
hour, has gone as far in that Article as he 
who abſtains from Food for fifty or ſixty 
Years. I cannot ſee why Nature ſhould not 
be as pliant to Cuſtom in the one ReſpeQas 
the other. Why can we not make the Ex- 
periment however? Let us take the afore- 
{aid Lads, whom we are enuring to Naked- 
_ neſs, and withdrawing an Ounce of their 
Allowance every Day, try if we can bring 
them to ſubſiſt without Aliment. I am 
confident, that if they be carefully culled 
out of thoſe Families, who, upon ſearching 
the Rent-Roll of Landlords, are found to 
pay the greateſt Sums per Acre, they may 


be eaſily brought to live without any other 


Nouriſhment, at leaft, than ſuch as the 


Bramble, and the Haw-thorn may afford 


them: They are almoſt able to do it alrea- 
dy: A little more Practice would qualify 
them to live a pure ſpiritual Life, above all 


2 , Dependency 


[220 J 


Dependency on Matter. If this Scheme 
were once ſet afoot; we might then have 
Religion, which has hitherto been ſo into- 
lerably expenſive to us, taught, without 
coſting us a Farthing; and taught too in its 
moſt: utmoſt Purity; for theſe holy Men, 
ſo far removed above groſs and carnal Food, 
ſo exempted from the Wants and Weakneſ⸗ 
ſes of other Men, could never be tempted to 
miſlead us out of worldly Views. With 
what Confidence might ſach Men as theſe 
preach up Abſtinence and Faſting, who could 
faſt all their Lifes ? With what a good Grace 
could they inveigh againſt Foppery, with all 
the Pomps and Vanities of the World, who 
could make a Coat of their own Skin, and 
go ſtark-naked ? With what a becoming 
Humility would Religion appear in thoſe 
open and undiſguiſed Paſtors ? They muſt 
be perfectly ingenuous and fincere, becauſe 
they could have no Inducement to incul- 
cate what thay did not believe themſelves ; 
no Temptation to Pluralities, no inſatiable 
Thirſt after higher Promotion to carry off 
their Thoughts from their Duty. The 
Laity would always be in perfect Good 
Humour with them, becauſe Church Lands 
and Endowments, with all the Exactions 
of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, would then be given 
1 Tythes and Small-dues, about 2 

uch 
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ſuch a Coil is kept between Parſon and 
Pariſhioner, would be no more. 

The better to ſet forward this Scheme, 
all the Books that have ever been wrote 
on religious Affairs ſince the cloſing of the 
Seriptural Canon, ought to be burnt. It is 
impoſſible to reſtore the Purity of Divine 
Revelation, without purging away all the 
Droſs of human - f with which it is 
elog'd and incumber'd.” By putting this in 
practice, we ſhall replace ourſelyes where 
John the Evangeliſt left us; that i is, in the ve- 
ry midſt of primitive purity and Simplicity, 
without one Controverſy to diſtract us, ot | 
one Commentary to miſlead us. We ſhall 
have neither Creeds to contract the Scrip= 
tures into a Littleneſs proportionable to the 
puny Faith of ſome, nor Bodies of Divi- 

nity to ſwell them to the enormous Bulk 
which human Invention has given them, in 
order to ſult Religion to the Faith of others 
who can ſwallow and digeſt any thing. We 
ſhall neither have Articles nor Catechiſms, 
nor Canons, nor Acts of Councils to reftrain 
the Scriptures to particular . Senſes, and 
abridge our Ri 'ght of putting what Senſe on 
them we plea 
with Religion fince it became a Science, 
and could not be learn'd without being 
taught. It has been commented and inter- 

preted, till it is ſcarce poſſible to be under- 
ſtood. 


It has never been well 


JD 22 1 | 
ſtood. It has ho explained till it is filled 
with Myſteries ſo unexplicable, 1 that we have 
loſt Sight of its plain and genuine Meaning, 
another having been put between us and it 
that means nothing: Your Profeſſors of Di- 
vinity are rightly call'd 7:heologi, - becauſe 
they reduc'd-it to Words and dead Letters, 
and their Works may well be called Bodies 
of Divinity. They have all the Qualities 
of Bodies void of Souls, and Matter inani- 
mate. They have a perfect Vis Inertiz, 
which diſpoſes them to lie for ever ſtill. 
if they are not ſet in Motion, and which 
will ſet the World in an eternal Ferment, 
if they be once rouſed. They are ſo opaque, 
that ſcarce one Ray of the Goſpel can 
eſcape through them. Since the Abolition 
of Chriſtianity, they may be look d upon 
as its Corpſe or Carcaſe reſign'd to the 
Worms. We can't expect, that the Spirit 
of Chriſtianity will ever return to animate 
ſuch Lumps as theſe, How is it poſſible? 
Which is the true Body among the ten 
thouſand? Or are they all the true Bodies of 
Divinity, by a kind of Tranſubſtantiation, 
as the Popiſh Wafers are pretended to be 
of Chriſt? If it were not for ſuch Perfor- 
mances as theſe we might every one have 
the Pleaſure of a peculiar Religion of his 
own, which might be deduced from Scrip- 
ture * an unlimited Licence of Interpre- 
| tation ; 
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tation; or if Convenience required, made 
up firſt in our own Minds, and then recon- 
ciled to the Bible at leiſure. 
There are another kind of Books * * 
it will be as neceſſary to commit to the 
Flames as the former, I mean your Syſtems 
of Logick. Of all the Authors in the World 
theſe are the moſt impudent, becauſe they 
take upon them to teach us to reaſon; and 
of all the Readers theirs are the moſt ſla- 
viſh, becauſe they ſubmit their Reaſon to 
be taught, as if Reaſoning could be an Art. 
I wonder we have never had Profeſſors to 
teach us how to ſee, and inſtruct us in the 
rofound and myſterious Science of behold- 
ing. Is not Reaſon as neceſſary as Sight, 
and oftner applied to? How can we ſu 
poſe then, that it is leſs perfect? There is 
no kind of Impoſture ſo pernicious, or ſo 
carefully to be guarded againſt as theſe, be- 
cauſe they have, from the very firſt to the 
laſt of them, conſpired the Perverſion' of 
our nobleſt Faculty, even that by which we 
are diſtinguiſhed from Brutes. Thought, 
that was deſigned for the moſt boundleſs 
and towring Flights, 1s limited 'to a narrow 
Track, and tethered to a certain Space, ſo 
that a Man is no longer Maſter of his own 
Thoughts, nor capable of thinking as he 
pleaſes. All Mankind truly muſt be obli- 
ged to one Way of thinking ; the l 
urd 
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ſurd and impoſſible Attempt that could ever 
enter into the Head of Man, and the moſt 
directly againſt all Liberty. And who is 
it that is to impoſe his own way of think- 


ing on the reſt of the World? Why, a dry 
methodical Pedant, who has as juſt a Title 


to 1nipoſe his Will, and be univerſal Mo- 
nach, as his Reaſon, in order to become 
umvyerſal Tutor to Mankind. No two Men 
ever thought the ſame way; no, not even 
two Logicians; nor is it poſſible they ſhould, 
till a Method can be found out to manacle 


and ſhackle the Mind, like the Body, which 


it is to be hoped never will. Man is not 
a Machine, he is a free Agent. But I defy 
him to act freely, unleſs he think freely, 
and that is impoſſible, while his Reaſon is 
directed by the Reaſon of another. It is 
on this Account that the Chriſtian Religion 
can never be received, while theſe Books 


are in being, becauſe they would needs com- 


pel us all into the ſame way of Reaſoning, 
in order that we might all put the ſame In- 
cerpretation on Scripture. T his would end 
in @ total Extinction of all Liberty; and 
who would care to give up his Liberty? 
Who knows what Reſtraints might be laid 
on our Paſſions and our Pleaſures by this 
Method of reſtraining our Reaſon to parti- 
cular Interpretations of Scripture ? Why 
ought we not to have the ſame Freedom of 

Underſtanding | 
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Underſtanding in the Uſe and Applica 
of a Religion, that is allowed in the Choice ? 
Though Chriſtianity, apprehended ſyllogiſ- 
tically, may poilibly pleaſe a few, yet we 
may venture to ſay, that it muſt diſguſt the 
Generality of Mankind, particularly afl the 
Polite and Gay, and ſuch as are governed by 
any tolerable Taſte of Things. 

One good Conſequence that attended the 
aboliſhing of Chriſtianity is, that ſince that, 
the ſeveral Sects and Churches have treated 
each other with leſs Spleen, and the Spirit 
of Schiſm is obſerved to abate every' Day. 


Our Teal for the Chriſtian Religion dege- 


nerated at laſt into an unnatural Warmth 
for Party Opinions and Denominations which 
cannot be deſtroyed till the natural or ra- 
dical Heat 1s extinguiſhed. Schiſm is like 
an incurable Inflammation in the Chriſtian 
Body, which no Lenitives can cool or heal, 
till Death puts an end to its Malignancy, by 
quenching the natural Fermentation of Life, 
that ſupported it againſt itſelf. The little 


Stir that is ſtill kept about Ceremonies and 


ſuch like Matters, like the Fermentation and 
Tumour obſervable in the Corpſes of ſuch 
as have died ſuddenly, will ſoon ceaſe ; fo 
that the Vital Flame of Chriſtianity may 
return without being infected with thoſe Ca- 
lentures that have already proyed mortal. 


\ 


D e This 


4 
: 
A 
F 
F 
: 
7. 
| 
q 
x 
1 
4 


[26 J 

This is therefore an happy JunQure for 
the Legiſlature to make all convenient Diſ- 

ſitions for the Revival of Chriſtianity ; 
not that I would have our Law-giyers or 
Governors pretend to eftabliſh or impoſe it 
by Regal and Parliamentary Authority ; but 
they ought to ſet the Nation in a proper 
Way to receive it; for, as Matters are at pre- 
ſent, it can never be admitted. Perhaps I 
ſhall be better underſtood when I propoſe 
the Alterations that are neceſſary to be 
made. 
- Firſt then, His Majeſty muſt be moſt hum- 
bly addreſſed to abdicate the Crown, and 
renounce all Right and Title thereunto in 
Him or his Heirs for ever. Chriſtianity is 
inconſiſtent with a Government that is in 
any Senſe Monarchical, A King, like an- 
other Man, muſt put his own Interpretation 
on Scripture: Now how can each Member 
of the Society be free to explain the Scrip- 
ture in his own Way, and for his own Pur- 
pole, when there is one at the Head whoſe 
Interpretation is back'd by Royal Pow- 
er? And who will chuſe a Religion which 
he is not at Liberty to underſtand in ſuch a 
Senſe as he thinks proper ? This is perhaps 
one Reaſon why the Dutch are the moſt 
Religious of the Europeans, and we the 
next, as approaching the neareſt to a Re- 


publick, of any Nation that is not intirely 
ſuch. 


1 

ſuch. The Members of the preſent eſtab- 
liſh'd Church, together with the Papiſts, are 
ſo weak, as to imagine it poſſible for Chriſti- 
anity to be received and ſupported under 
any Form of Government; ſo they can take 
no Umbrage at a new Revolution, on a 
Religious Account. But the Church of Scof= 
land has always rightly judged, that the Re- 
ligion of the Bible can never thrive under 
the Influence of a Kingly Adminiſtration ; 
And therefore, ſince there is one intire 
Church' againſt Monarchy, and the other 
two indifferent, perhaps His Majeſty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to make way for the Re- 
vival of Chriſtianity, by demoliſhing that 
Regal Power, which may in time be con- 
verted into a Tyranny over the Opinions of 
a Free People. ; 

As ſoon as Magna Charta 1s burnt, and 
the preſent Conſtitution diſſolved, it will be 
then proper to think of modelling our Civil 
Affairs, in ſuch a Manner as may beſt ſuit 
with the Reſtoration of Chriſtianity. Iknow 
there are ſome who will inſiſt ſtrongly on 
the Danger of admitting any Form of Ge- 
vernment, and the Happinefs of living. quite 
out of the fear of having individual Liberty 
in religious Matters abridg'd by publick Au- 
thority : But Anarchy is allowed by all Po- 
liticians to be an impoſſible State. Man- 
Kind muſt fall into ſome Kind of Govern- 
D 2 ment. 
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ment. Wherefore to prevent our running 
into a worſe, the beſt Way will be to throw 
our ſelves into a Democracy immediately. 
In that Form we may have Religion under 


as great Variety of Forms as we pleaſe. 


Every one upon the Abrogation of Kingly 
Power may commence a little King in him- 

ſelf ; and regulate his Religious Principles 

and Opinions as arbitrarily as his Deſires 
and his Will may require. 

Perhaps it may be objected, that even 
in a Democratical State there muſt be Ma- 
giſtrates, and that the Supreme Magiſtrate, 
for the Time being, may be poſſeſſed with 
a Spirit of Proſelytiſm, and employ his Pow- 
er to advance his own Religion, and oppreſs 
thoſe of other People. The only ſafe Way 
to remedy this, is to have Magiſtrates of 
no Religion. It is not to be expected that 
there will be Men found ſo candid as to let 
others continue unmoleſted in the Profeſſion 
of their ſeveral Religions, provided they 


have any themſelves, and be able to diſturb 


them, Every Magiſtrate therefore, from a 
Generaliſſimo down to a Petty Conſtable, 
muſt, before he enters upon his Office, pub- 
lickly renounce all Religion, and profeſs 
| himſelf, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, 
an Atheiſt If afterwards during the Term 
of his Adminiſtration, he ſhall be ſeen at 
any Publick Place of Worſhip, or heard to 

maintain 
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maintain any Religious Opinion, or known 
to countenance one Profeſſion or diſcourage 
another, as ſoon as he can be conveniently 
convicted of his Crime, he muſt be put to 
Death. But the better to prevent all Danger 
of /committing the State to Perſons of any 
Religion, the People muſt be careful to elect 
only ſuch for their Governors, as by their 
Lives and Converſations, have given ſuf- 


ficient Proof of their being entirely free 


from all Religion. 

The greater Part of the Miſchiefs that 
have fallen out in Civil Society, has been 
owing to the Miſtake of eſtabliſhing ſome 
Religion, and mixing Government and that 
together. A more inconſiſtent Compound 
was neyer jumbled into one. The Ingre- 
dients are ſo heterogeneous and incompati- 


ble, that they ought by all means to be kept 


aſunder. The Government ought never to 
meddle with, or lend its Aſſiſtance in Reli- 
gious Affairs, becauſe in thoſe all Order and 
Government muſt be abſurd and prejudi- 
cial. The Profeſſors of Religion ought ne- 
ver to interfere with the Government, be- 
cauſe in that there muſt be no Religion. The 
two ought to be kept entirely clear and 
independant of each other, becauſe Ambi- 
tion in the Religious is contrary to Chriſti- 
anity, and regard to Religion in the Go- 
vernment will render it partial, to the Pre- 

judice 


1 
ice of true Religion. To attempt uniting 
= is to mix and confound Things Sa- 
cred and Prophane. 
As eſtabliſning any Religion has always 
been found to be attended with the worſt 


Conſequences, particularly in ſuppreſling 
the Religion ſo eſtabliſhed, I would by no 


means ad viſe the Legiſlature to eſtabliſh the 
Chriſtian, even ſuppoſing they were Chriſ- 


tians themſelves. It is humbly ſubmitted to 
their Wiſdom, whether, if we muſt have an 


eftabliſh'd Church, it wou'd not be adviſea- 


ble to eftabliſh ſabometiſm. It would in 
all likelyhood produce two very good Ef- 
feas. Firft, it would go fair to ruin the 
Credit Mahomeriſm has already obtained 
among us, becauſe if Taxes or Tithes were 
laid on our People for the Support of the 


Mufti, it would raiſe up a thouſand Objec- 


tions againft their Religion, among ſo inge- 


nions a Laity, and be more likely to de- 


te& the Impoſture of their Doctrines, than 
any other Expedient that can be thought 
of. Then again Chriſtianity would proba- 
bly have the Benefit of being perſecuted by 
the eftabliſh'd Clergy, by which we may 
be ſure both the Number . and Zeal of its 
_ Profeſſors would in a little time increaſe 
prodigiouſly. 

hut if it be thought too far to go all the 


way to Turkey for a State Religion, the Le- 
_ giſlature 
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giſlature may make uſe of the Popiſh to as 
good Effect both ways; and beſides, it is 
a Stately Religion, and fitter by far than 
any other for the Magnificence and Parade 
of a High-day or a publick Appearance. I 
am fully perſuaded, that, if our Laity were 

- to ſuffer the Exactions of the Popiſh Clergy 
but for two or three Years, there would not 


be a Man of them, that would not be able 


to refute a Jeſuite, and fully expoſe the im- 


pudent Pretenſions of the Pope. It is as 


probable likewiſe, that if that Church were 
eſtabliſhed among us, and Chriſtianity came 
to be introduced afterwards, it would meet 
with ſuch Oppoſition and Perſecution from 
the Inquiſition as could not but produce a 
glorious Harveſt of Martyrs, and wonder- 
fully ſet forward the Converſion of a Peo- 
ple who have always diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves from all other Nations, by a brave and 
undaunted Spirit of Oppoſition. 
When the Conftitution 1s once put on the 


aforeſaid Footing, ſeveral Laws may be 


made to favour and aſſiſt the Revival of 


Chriſtianity ; ſuch as, That nobody be ſuffered 


to harangue the Populace in Defence of it, 
becauſe it has been found that ſuch Declaim- 
ers, as have been hitherto licenſed to ſpeak 
publickly in its Defence, have often put off 
their own Notions inſtead of {criptural Doc- 

trines, 
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trines, and employed a world of falſe Elo- 
ence to inſinuate falſe Principles. 

Another Law may be made to prohibit 
Diſputations on religious Subjects, by which 
Means religious Zeal having no Vent at the 
Tongue, may be turned through its proper 
Channel into a vertuous Life and Converſa- 
tion. Virtue has, for this Age or two, been 
deprived of its due Nouriſhment from Re- 
ligion by a violent Flux of Diſputation, that 
has carried off the wholeſome Food, and 
left nothing but Crudities behind. 

My Authors furniſh me likewiſe with 
three other Schemes, which, though not ſo 
promiſing as the former, do nevertheleſs de- 
ſerve to be remembered on Account of their 
Singularity, if they had nothing elſe to re- 
commend them. 

The firſt is, To prohibit all Religions what- 
ſoever, under Pain of Death. Upon the firſt 
View of this Scheme, one would not be apt 
to imagine it could anſwer the End propoſed, 
becauſe Chriſtianity muſt be made a capi- 


tal Crime among the reſt. But, upon more ma- 


ture Conſideration, it does not ſeem altogether 
ſo.abſurd. Tf all Religions were forbid on 
Pain of Death, Chriſtianity might neverthe- 
leſs force its Way among us, becauſe it can 
inſpire a Contempt of Death, and then all 
others muſt by that Means be effectually 
kept out. This Project would certainly 
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prevent all hypocritical Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity; and, what would be admirable, is, 


that we ſhould have as many "Martyrs: as 
Chriſtians. 


The fivond is to bam dhe Bible, I is 
eme even more extraordinary than the for- 
mer, becauſe its Author inſiſts on the De- 


ſtruction of all other Books wrote on the 
Chriſtian Religion; ſo that one would ima- 


gine it might by this Means be reduced to 
the Neceſſity of either depending entirely 
on the broken Chain of oral Tradition, or 
elſe being utterly baniſhed out of the World. 
But my Author maintains, that Chriſtianity 


is as old as the Creation of the World, and. 


that the Kind of Chriſtianity introduced ” 
Chriſt is novel and imperfect. Nay 
further inſiſts, that the Chriſtianity of in 
is deftruQive of the right old Chriſtianity, 
and that before the one can be reſtored to 
its antient and univerſal Purity, the other, 
which perverts and corrupts it, muſt be de- 
ftroyed. Whether this be ſo or not, I am not 
Hiſtorian enough to determine. For my 
own Part, I never heard of ſuch a Religion, 
and univerſally received too in the World, 


before the Coming of Chriſt. However, 


the Matter is humbly ſubmitted to thelearn- 
ed Reader, who muſt work it out by him- 
felf, the beſt Way he can, becauſe I can 
neither furniſh. him with any Helps from 

| " my 
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my Author nor my ſelf. I can only adviſe 
him to conſult the Egyptian and Chineſe Re- 
cords which I have never ſeen; it is poſſible 
he may there find Chriſtianity introduced 
and univerſally received forty or fifty thou- 
ſand Years ago. If he does, F hope he will 
eommunicate his Diſcovery to the Publick. 
If it be asked, What Book or Scripture we 
are to apply to in order to be in formed of 
the old Chriſtian Principles? my Author an- 
ſwers, To our ownUnderſtandings:andHearts, 
If chis be ſo, the old Chriſtianity muſt certainly 
differ very much from the new, which re- 
2 a good deal of Pains, eſpecially among 

Illiterate, before it can be thoroughly 
learned. Several Praradoxes neceffarily fol- 
low from our Author's Poctrine; ſuch; as; 
that in order to be good Chriſtians we muſt 
deny Chriſt; that if we would believe in 
the Chriſtian Religion, we muſt! firſt be- 
lieve Chriſt to be an Impoſtor; that the 
Doctrines of Chriſt were planted in the 
World long before he was born; and that 
he came into the World only to confound 


and deſtroy his own Religion. My Author, 


who in King James's Time was a Papiſt, 


took the Hint of this Scheme from the 


Church of Rome, that forbids to read the 
VVV 
The laſt Scheme, which I find W 
hy more Votes and better Reaſon, is, To Fo 
. : ad * , 5 | j N 
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bliſh all Religions. The Practice of che Old 
Romans is a ſtrong Argument in Favour of 
this Scheme, ſo far as it relates to the God 
of the State. They no ſooner. conquered 


a Nation, than they took care to cuſtivate 


an Intereſt with its Gods, by making them 
free of the City. The Gods of any Di- 
ſtinction had Temples built for them, and 
thoſe of inferior Note were admitted into 
the Temples of their Betters. My Memory 
furniſhes me with but one Exception tothis. 
There was a conſtant Perſecution of Oni- 
ons and Garlick, thoſe celebrated Egyptian 
Deities, kept up among thizKoman$aldiery. and 
Populace. If it be asked, how chis can poſ- 
ſibly tend to the Advancer nent of Chriſtia- 
nity; I anſwer, that as by this Means all 
Religions will be likely to have a fair Hear- 
ing, all that can poſſibly be ſaid for each 
will ſoon be known, and Diſputations will 
be kept conſtantly on foot, ſo that the falſe 
continually claſhing muſt at laſt, periſh thro? 
their Unſoundnels, and the true one or:ghe 
Chriſtian, ſurvive alone. Beſides, where there 
are many Religions publickly; authorized; /ir 
uſually happens that none of them is fol- 
lowed with much Zeal. Now this State of 
Indifferencę is the fitteſt Piſpoſition in the 
World for the Examination of Truth. There 


Are few, however, that can be perſuadad, that 
à Perſon almoſt indie at to all Religions, 
. | 5 
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may be eafier converted to Chriſtianity, 
than one already prejudiced in Favour of ſome 


other Religion; as if it were harder to ex- 


cite a religious Zeal, than convince the Un- 
derſtanding by Dint of Reaſon. 


It is not improbable that theſe Propoſals 


may at firſt, ſnock ſome of your prejudiced 


Perſons who have been bred up in the Slavery 
of old Errors, and a narrow way of Think- 
ing; however, I ſhall not think my Pains ill 
beſtowed, if my ſhort Sketches be approved 


of by thoſe clear Heads and free Spirits, that 


have ſo often adnair'd them in the great 
Originals from whence I have only copied 
them in Miniature. The Times ſeem to be 
pretty forward, though perhaps not quite 
ripe for the Execution of ſuch great Deſigns ; I 
muſt therefore expect to be treated, as all 


publick- ſpirited Projectors uſually are, with 


Envy and Detraction. But I may comfort 
my ſelf with this Reflection, that I ſhould 


never have undertaken to propoſe Expedi- 


ents for the Reformation of the Times, had 


I not thought them at the loweſt Ebb of 


Vertue, and from ſuch who would hope for 


either Candor or Gratitude ? 


The Vulgar- may perhaps imagine that 
the Authors I have borrowed: theſe Propo 
{als ſrom, were Enemies to Chriſtianity, 


| becauſe they have laid Deſigns to revive 
it, that are above the Comprehenſion of 


plain | 


l 


plain and illiterate People. But I aſſure 
them, no canonized Saint of the Church 
could give higher Encomiums of the Truth 
and Excellence of Chriftian Religion. Now 
to ſuſpect them after this, of a Deſign to 
ſubyert Chriſtianity, would be moſt cruel 
and unchriſtian. | 

Our Legiſlators, who have more Dif. 
cernment, it is hoped, will diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from the Populace by entertaining 
none of their bigotted and ſuperſtitious 
Apprehenſions, and by Judging with more 
Freedom and Refinement. 

However, if none of the n Pits ; 
poſals ſhould happen to be approved of, 
we hope our Law-givers will think of ſome | 
other Expedient more effectual for the Re- 
vival of Chriſtianity in theſe Countries. 
There are ſeveral very good political Rea- 
ſons for it. Firſt as Religion, which in 
the Divine 'Poet Herbert” s Time, 


Stood a Tip-Toes on our Land, 
Ready to fiy to the American $ frand, 


is now flown ſo, that thoſe who have any 
' Regard to it will be dbliged to fly after it; 
our Law-givers would do well to uſe their 
utmoſt Endeayours to have it revived amon 

our ſelves, to prevent the Decreaſe of our 
People, and the waſting our Eſtates. Wou'd 


it 


N 
„ 
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it not be abſurd that our ir Parliament, while 
they are with: much Diligence concerting 


| Meaſures for railing. ſufficient Quantities of 


Hops, Wheat, Sc. by the. Cultivation of 
our on Lands, in order to prevent: the 
ſending out our Money to procure thoſe 


Commodities from abroad, ſhould, in che 
mean Time, take no Care to revive and 


cultivate Chriſtianity, which, af- received 
among us, might keep the Inhabitants i in the 
Nation? 6 144 7% 
Chriſtianity is of incomparable, Efficacy 
in rendring itsProfeflors regardleſs. of Riches, 
and the other good Things of this World ; 


nor does it n powerfully inſpire Patiens 


. Oppreſſion and Tribulation. A tr 
Chriſtian can reſign himſelf to Lind Ef 
Treatment without murmuring; 4 he can hear 
Contempt and Poverty without the ſmalleſt 
Reſentment at him who ſqueezes or plun: 


: ders him. Now I bumbly ſubmit, whether 
it is not extremely the Intereſt of all who 


have Eſtates, that ſuch a Religion be em- 
braced by the lower ind of Frogs | 4 
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